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Doral now a major player -- and not just in golf

By YUDY PINEIRO

When Tiger Woods steps onto the putting green Tayrat the Doral Golf Resort and Spa for his finsijor
competition in nearly a year, the eyes of the waurildfall not only on the famed Blue Monster coerdut the city
that grew around it.

Doral, a place people from all over the globe baline, has emerged as a major player in the busiva$s --
especially the Latin American market -- with mostlimational corporations enjoying some sort ofdlojgresence.
The wide array of eateries and activities addsedive-year-old city's appeal.

Last summer, CNN Money named Doral one of the TepW.S. cities to live in and launch a new business

Starting Thursday, the city's worldliness will be display as golf fans in more than 140 countue®tinto the
2009 World Golf CA Championship at Doral, where atht00,000 are expected to visit to see their fiéegolf
pros, including Woods.

"At one time, Doral was just a golf course,” daidnk Nero, president of The Beacon Council, Miade
County's economic development agency. ~“And cladislya lot more more than that now."

Long a quaint, golf course community, Doral hashes® into a multicultural hub where thousands dge live,
work, learn and play.

Because people who hail from Venezuela and Colonakilae far reaches of Spain find comfort in Doragny

have taken to referring to the city as a mini-Udhidations. That international flair is appareneurery city block,
graced by Latin American restaurants and nightlifee top-rated schools and parks add to the @ppeal.

"We've got it all here," said Luis Schilling, 3®-owner of El Arepazo, which serves Venezuelanfoa food
with a side of politics. “"Our city is very comptet

BUSINESS BOOST

Doral's biggest boost: Its growing business comtyumihich it owes to its proximity to Miami Intertianal
Airport and three major highways.

Doral features 22,000 businesses of Miami-Dadess0D® establishments. Those businesses employlyough
150,000 people, a significant percentage of thegtaiworkforce, according to The Beacon Council.

Major companies such as Carnival Cruise Lines avi8 Eharmacy call Doral home as does the U.S. Southe
Command. The Defense Department played a hugénrd@leral's growth when it relocated the joogdmmand po:
to the city. More than 1,200 military and civilipersonnel work there and hundreds more visit yearly

THE 'BLUE MONSTER'

"Being a city has helped create the sense of cantynilnat has helped us go beyond just a golf aurs
community," said Mayor Juan Carlos Bermudez. "\Beite proud to be the home of the Blue Monster."

Even as Doral comes of age, it cannot deny itsrib®in golf and the resort, which opened in 196#n the area
was nothing more than swampland and dairy farms.
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When the city incorporated in 2003, it was a nad@ato keeghe name that made it famous: Doral, a combin
of hotel founders' names Doris and Alfred Kaskel.

Nearly 80 playel representing 20 different countries are expeaeuay at the WGC-CA Championship, a 72-
hole PGA Tour event that runs from today throughday. The tour will feature 50 of the world's tagfgrs.

For Woods, who held the Doral title for three cangere years until 2008, this will be his first magomeback
since his knee reconstruction in June.

"It's an international event in an internatioregdion,” said Eddie Carbone, executive directahefWorld Golf CA
Championship at Doral. "I perfect.
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